Facilitating the Activity:
Perform the following class demonstration to help students visualize the distribution of the Earth's water resources: 1. Display the seven containers prepared for this activity. 2. Display a transparency of the figure on the right. Use a graduated cylinder to distribute the one liter of water into the five empty containers according to the percentages indicated in the figure. (For example, 97.1 percent of the water on the Earth is found in the oceans. Because one liter contains 1000 milliliters, 97.1 percent of one liter is 971 milliliters. Therefore, pour 971 milliliters into the container marked "oceans.")
3.
After you have filled the empty containers with the appropriate amounts of water, continue with the demonstration as follows: a) Add 34 grams of salt to "ocean" container; this will match the salinity of the water sample with the salinity of the earth's oceans (3.5 percent) b) Place the plastic "polar ice" container in the freezer.
c) Set the "other" container aside. We do not have access to this water. 
Earth Matters

Student Activity 10
Water, Water Everywhere
Concept:
Although water covers threequarters of the Earth's surface, only a small fraction is available for human consumption.
As the population grows, water efficiency and conservation become more important.
Objectives:
Students will be able to:
• Understand aspects of a shared natural resource, such as availability and distribution.
• Estimate the amount of resources they use and compare that figure to actual use.
• Design a graph to show current resource use and use after conservation measures have been taken.
Subjects:
Biology, environmental science, math, family life
Skills:
Estimation, graphing, mathematic calculation, observation, research, writing
Method:
Students observe a brief demonstration on the distribution of the world's water and then calculate how much water they use on a daily basis, both directly and indirectly. Water, Water Everywhere
Materials:
